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GIVE TO GLOBAL
CHRISTMAS

And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among
us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.
JOHN 1:14
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EACH YEAR, DOZENS OF NEW CHRISTMAS SPECIALS
CLAIM TO EXPLAIN “THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS.”
According to John’s Gospel, the meaning is clear: Christmas proves to
all mankind that God is not far off and distant, but here—up close and
personal—among us. Present.
As followers of Jesus, we are called to embody His presence to those
around us. For discipleship to take place, presence is a must. There’s
no way to help people encounter Jesus without being with them on the
journey. And that’s exactly what our partners and missionaries do every
day. They embody the presence of Jesus to those in need. They sit with
the broken, lost, confused, hurting, and poor. I’ve seen first-hand how
deeply they care for those they serve.

THIS MAGAZINE WAS CREATED TO GIVE YOU AN
INSIDE LOOK AT STORIES OF TRANSFORMATION,
THE PEOPLE WE SUPPORT, AND THEIR ONGOING
WORK RIGHT HERE IN MIDDLE TENNESSEE AND
AROUND THE GLOBE.
As you consider how you’ll be a part of Global Christmas this year,
I pray that these articles and images will help you see that every gift
toward our $1 million goal matters. Every life change represents
partners who are giving their lives to be present with real people you
and I may never meet.
Global Christmas is a reminder to all of us that presence mattered
enough to God to send his Son to us. And the invitation of presence is
not only for our partners and missionaries but for us as well.

Rob Sweet
Lead Pastor, Fellowship Bible Church

Opposite page: Greek man receiving a Greek New Testament during Operation Joshua
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AS A CHURCH, WE HAVE BEEN WALKING
THROUGH THE GOSPEL OF JOHN. IN THE
FIRST CHAPTER, JESUS INVITES HIS FIRST
DISCIPLES TO “COME AND SEE” WHO HE IS
AND WHERE HE IS GOING. WHAT A POWERFUL
INVITATION. IT’S DISCIPLESHIP AT ITS CORE.
JESUS INVITES HIS DISCIPLES TO JOIN HIM
AND FOLLOW HIM IN RELATIONSHIP.

We created this magazine as an invitation for you
to “come and see,” to help you take a closer look
at all that God is doing here and around the world
through our global partners, missionaries, and local
partnerships. We have strategically selected global
partners who are indigenous leaders already making
disciples where God has called them. Through these
partnerships, we have been able to deepen our
relationship with them, supporting the kingdom
work they are doing.

COME
AND SEE

Throughout this magazine, you are going to read the
stories I’ve heard as I’ve sat at their kitchen tables:
stories of discipleship in their communities, stories
exhibiting the “come and see” discipleship model we
are learning about in the Gospel of John.

BY SUZAN HICKS
LEADER OF LOCAL AND GLOBAL OUTREACH

We also get to learn from them. In a way, by sharing
their stories, they are saying to us “come and see”
how to be faithful disciple-makers. As you read, we
hope you will have important conversations with
God about what it looks like for you to live out our
mission right where you are.
My prayer is that you will be open to what God may
be saying to you personally: how to pray for them,
how to support their work by giving financially, and
how to be a disciple-maker to your community.

Opposite page: The Caucasus Mountains in Russia
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As a church, we have
the honor and privilege
to come alongside these
believers, supporting
them in prayer and
financial assistance.
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LESVOS, GREECE

THE SHINING
LIGHT ON
LESVOS ISLAND

“THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE

DARKNESS, AND THE DARKNESS

“Daddy, why doesn’t this flashlight work?”

HAS NOT OVERCOME IT.”
JOHN 1:5

During their time in Greece, Chris has seen the light
of the gospel cut sharply through spiritual darkness.
“Islam is a repressive religion,” he says. “Thus, the
freedom and light found in Jesus and His followers
can make a deep impression.” Chris and Amy have
observed how God uses several things to draw
people to Himself.

Fellowship missionary Chris Moore—who serves
with Hellenic Ministries on the island of Lesvos,
Greece—took the light from his three-year-old boy
and gave it a glance.
“Here, let’s put some batteries in and try again,”
Chris replied to his son’s questioning gaze. He
inserted batteries and then gave it to the child, who
again flipped the switch.

For instance, the refugees often ask each other,
“Have you been visited yet by the man in white?”
By this, they are referring to Jesus, who regularly
appears to Muslims in their dreams, offering them a
personal invitation to follow Him.

“Daddy, it still doesn’t work,” came the reply. Chris,
however, knew differently. The light was shining, but
the bright Greek sunshine made it difficult to see.

Also, since arriving in Greece, many refugees hear
the Word of God for the first time. Overall, interest
in reading the Bible is growing among Muslim
populations. As an example, within the past few
years, a popular Bible app reported that their highest
rate of downloads per capita is coming from the
strict Muslim country of Iran.

Chris shares this story as he describes God’s work
among refugees in Greece. For nine years, he and
his wife, Amy, lived in Athens while working with
refugee communities. Recently, the couple and
their three young boys moved to the Greek island of
Lesvos, which has gained the world’s attention since
2015 as a gathering point for refugees from across
the Middle East and Africa.

And then there’s the powerful presence of Jesus
living in and through His people. Refugees are

4

F E L LOW S H I P G LO B A LC H R I S T M A S . C O M

Top: Refugee woman and her child in the camp
Bottom: Mavrovouni refugee camp on the island of Lesvos
5

Archery practice at Porto Astro
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impacted by the practical love they experience at the hands
of Christian workers, whose smiles exude warmth and joy.
Camp volunteers can wonder if picking up trash or setting up
housing are tasks worthy of the trip’s expense, but scores of
refugees would reply in the affirmative, something confirmed
by this amazing story:
“Several years ago, an imam from Pakistan made the arduous
journey to Greece seeking political freedom. He was brought
to Christ after experiencing five years of unconditional
love from his Christian employers in Athens. As a Christian
leader and pastor, he has baptized more than 2,000 former
Muslims. He asked each one of them the same question: what
was it that brought about their first small step toward Jesus?
Ninety-five percent of them said it was the kindness of the
Christians in the Moria camp on Lesvos. The refugees knew
that the volunteers were from God.”
“We plant seeds,” Chris says, “and we see some fruit now.
But much of it comes later when people settle into a new
life in Europe. The Lord has taken this refugee crisis and is
turning it into a means of drawing people to Himself. He’s
also causing growth in the existing church. I’m hearing
from Northern Europeans that newly baptized refugees are
a blessing to established churches, adding a fresh spirit of
worship, prayer, and revival to existing communities of faith.”

A FRONT-ROW SEAT
The number of Muslim refugees impacted by the gospel in
Greece over the past few years is staggering. In fact, some
call this the greatest move of God among Muslim peoples
the world has ever seen. By God’s kindness, Fellowship has
had a front-row seat to this amazing event. Not only have
the Moores faithfully represented Fellowship for years—first
in Athens and now on Lesvos—but short-term teams from
Fellowship have traveled to serve on Lesvos as well.
Fellowship member Emily Bechtel, who traveled to Lesvos on
two occasions, says her heart was deeply touched by what she
experienced. “My time at Moria [refugee camp on Lesvos]
has had a profound impact on my life. It is a place like no
other, a collision of suffering, darkness, pain and scarcity. But
on the other hand, there is kindness, community, generosity,
perseverance, fortitude, and sacrificial love.”
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Since COVID, the number of refugees on Lesvos has
decreased, but the flow is steady, and opportunities
for ministry abound. Fellowship will continue to
pursue sending short-term teams to the island’s
refugee camp. Also, the church’s young adult
ministry is pursuing a partnership with Chris
and Amy for the purpose of ministry and mutual
encouragement.

ON ONE OF MY LAST DAYS THERE,
my team was tasked with cleaning an
iso box housing 10 Afghani families.
We spent the day scrubbing the ceiling
and the walls, helping these families
get settled in their new “home.” Early in
the afternoon, one of the young moms
waved me over and proceeded to

For Chris Moore, this is encouraging news. He
knows first-hand the power of witnessing God’s
work among refugees. “You and I can sometimes
forget how bright the light of Jesus shines in
the darkness. We get used to it because we’re
surrounded by it… we can take it for granted. But
for those who live in darkness, the good news of the
gospel stands in stark contrast to what they’ve been
taught about God.”

persuade me with hand gestures, since

In other words, the light of Jesus is still shining in
the darkness… and the darkness has not overcome it.

We talked with hand motions and broken

neither of us spoke the same language,
I should join her, her sister, and their
mother for lunch. We sat cross-legged
in a 5’ x 5’ space that served as the
mother’s kitchen, bedroom, and living
space. Surrounding the electric skillet,
they cooked a delicious pasta we ate
from the skillet.

English, recognizing that friendship
and fellowship transcend language and
cultural barriers. We were four women
laughing, sharing, and shedding some
tears around a pot of pasta. They
generously offered me a large serving
of their precious yogurt and a pastry
that they had stored away. This sweet
family who had fled, leaving everything
behind, with only the few mismatched
belongings given to them, was sharing
their valuable, few earthly possessions
with me. This gesture was deeply
humbling and incredibly generous.
We said goodbye later that afternoon.
Hugging, Zarmina profusely thanked us
for helping them clean, telling me she
would never forget me. I left feeling I
had been the abundant recipient of our
encounter and will never forget her nor
our lunch and her generous hospitality.
EMILY BECHTEL

Chris Moore and an Afghan refugee
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Top: Boys attending a Greek camp at Porto Astro
Bottom: Refugees receiving clothing
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MARIBOR, SLOVENIA

ROOTED IN
RELATIONSHIP
ON A RECENT SUNDAY AFTERNOON, BY WAY OF THE
TECHNICAL WONDER THAT IS ZOOM, ANDREJ LOVŠE TOOK
TIME TO REFLECT ON THE UPS AND DOWNS OF MINISTRY LIFE
IN A SMALL SLOVENIAN VILLAGE.
BUT HE HAD TO HURRY.

He and his wife, Nina, were scheduled to join friends at a local highropes course, after which they would attend an open mic concert as
part of a festival. The next day would conclude with a five-hour boat
ride with friends as part of this same festival.
If you knew nothing more about Andrej and Nina, you’d have a good
idea about what drives their approach to ministry. “We want to be out
doing things with our friends,” says Andrej. “It’s all about building
relationships.”
Andrej has pastored a traditional evangelical church in a large city
nearby for many years. Over time, he tried many church-based
programs to reach the lost, with little-to-no success. Thirteen years ago,
they moved to a small village outside the city with the goal of building
relationships and sharing Jesus. Just three years ago, they started a new
approach called Discovery Bible Study.
Opposite Page:
10

Eva, Tim, and Andrej Lovše
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To understand this approach, it helps to know
some things about Slovenian culture. First, most
Slovenes are familiar with the language and
structure of Christianity as a religion. “Most of the
people we know are very nominal Catholics,” says
Andrej. “They went through baptism, then first
communion… the whole thing. And because of what
they experienced most of them despise religion.
Many are searching for God but don’t want to be
involved with the Catholic church.”

exceedingly friendly to villagers; they volunteered to
help neighbors with their harvests; and every year,
they organized appreciation days for their children’s
teachers at the local school.
They also took regular prayer walks throughout
the village, listening for promptings of the Holy
Spirit as they prayed over individual houses and the
community as a whole.
Ten years passed, and the family was still on the
“outside.” Still, they prayed, worked, and waited for
opportunities to “break the ice.”

Second, community in Slovenia is experienced in
small chunks. “Slovene culture is built around small
groups of people,” says Andrej, “and once you have
your small group it’s very hard for others to join.
Whether at work or at school or where you live, it can
seem impossible to join an existing group if you’re
considered an outsider.” And that was what Andrej and
Nina were when they moved to the village; they were
outsiders with little hope of acceptance.

Then a man from a village 30 kilometers away
decided he had too many horses and offered to give
one to the Lovše family. At first, they weren’t sure
they could afford to keep the animal, but when God
provided pasture for grazing and hay for the winter
months, they decided to keep it.

“Even though we tried to be friendly, many people
in the village wouldn’t greet us. They would just
stare at us and not talk to us.” To add to their
discouragement, Andrej learned that their neighbor
had lived in the village for 30 years and had never
been accepted. This was difficult news to hear.

Surprisingly, it was when Andrej started building
fences in his pasture that villagers stopped to engage
him in conversation. “I believe they didn’t see me
as an outsider anymore,” says Andrej. “Now I was
doing something they’d been doing for generations:
caring for animals, building fences, working with
my hands.” When Andrej rode his horse throughout
the village, people would smile and stop and talk
about horses. Finally, there was acceptance from the
community the family had grown to love.

Determined to break the ice, Andrej and his family
did all they could to build relationships. They were

A short time later, Andrej received a call from a man
who’d infrequently attended their church in the city.
He lived in the village and was going through tough
times. When Andrej prayed for him and asked if he
would like to get together for Bible study, the man
agreed. Then Andrej asked if the man had friends
who would want to join them; the man said he
would ask around.
Months went by, and Andrej heard nothing. Then,
while mingling with people at a child’s birthday
party, a man approached Andrej and said, “Hey, I’m
really excited about that thing we’re going to do at
your house.” Andrej smiled and said, “Yes, but what

Group reading the Bible in the Lovše’s home
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Children’s party in a horse wagon

thing is that? The man replied, “You know, reading
the Bible. I’ve always wanted to read it.”

“Of all the books in the world,” she would later tell
them, “I had no interest in reading the Bible. But I
was willing to go through it just so that I could get
to know you better.” God touched her through His
Word, and Nina began studying with her personally.
Two of the men’s wives joined the group, making
nine regulars in attendance.

A week later, the same thing happened at a different
child’s party, where another father said the same
thing. When the study began in January of 2021,
seven individuals—all non-believers—were sitting in
Andrej’s living room reading the Bible together!

Andrej and Nina have seen God at work in exciting
ways. For example, an unbelieving couple that was
living together for many years has transformed.
After the woman decided to trust Christ and started
learning to follow him, her partner soon did the
same. They were baptized and shortly after were
married by Andrej!

They began by reading about Jesus’s miracles in the
Gospel of John. Then Andrej would ask a few simple
questions. “Of course,” he says, “at first we heard
many different answers from the guys, like New Age
thinking, etc. I had to bite my tongue, but it was
important to create an environment where people
felt free to share. Thankfully they kept coming back
each week.”

Andrej says the group is enjoying meaningful
community together as they share meals, serve
together, and see each other at their kids’ schools
and around town. “It’s beautiful,” he exclaims.

When Nina invited a girlfriend to join the group, the
friend wasn’t thrilled about what they were reading.
13

“We’re all really good friends. Just two days ago,
some of us went to the movies and dinner together.
And now one of the most successful farmers in the
area is a close friend of mine, and this friendship has
put me in touch with the larger community.”

“This is my vision,” he continues, “and we’re asking
God to open doors. On Tuesdays, I join a few close
friends to prayer walk through different towns.
We’re asking God to do what only He can do. It’s
His work, for sure. We’re asking Him to do in many
towns what He is doing here in our village.”

After thirteen years of living in the village—thirteen
years of prayer walks and persistence and waiting
and trusting—God has now opened many doors for
sharing about Jesus. Andrej is overcome by God’s
goodness, but he dreams of even more.

Before leaving to join his friends for an afternoon
together, Andrej gave some final thoughts.
“As I look back at the last few years, it’s beautiful
what God has done. I’m learning that discipleship is
about simple obedience. Years ago, our small church
in the city went through hard times. We tried all the
programs and stuff… you name it, and we tried it. Then
God was like, ‘Okay, let me show you what I can do.’”

“I long to see this kind of thing take place all around
the country,” he says. “I would love to see a healthy
church with a youth group in every town that has
a high school. Slovenia is small—there are about
50 towns in our country, and only 34 of them have
churches with active youth groups. I would love to
see 30 new churches planted over the next number
of years. That would almost double the number of
churches in our country.”

“And He brought this group together right in our
home.”

Andrej prayer walking and hiking with fellow believers
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Individual from the house group being baptized
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TIPS FOR
DISCIPLESHIP
How the Lovšes are building
gospel-focused community
in their village.

NEXT TO EACH TIP is a practical application point for our context in Middle Tennessee.

1

FOCUS ON PRAYER

From before their move to the village, prayer has been central to
their efforts. Prayer walks are a regular part of their routine as they
seek God’s favor in the work they are doing.

Walk around your
neighborhood or
place of work, praying
intentionally for the
houses or people as
you pass. Who does
God want you to
pursue? How can you
share His light?

2

BE INTENTIONAL

When villagers gave icy stares instead of warm welcomes, Andrej
decided to be very friendly with everyone he met—even overly
friendly! He went out of his way to greet people, giving a big wave to
everyone he met. Though greetings were often ignored, they left a
positive impression.

16

Spend a day noticing
how you greet people
throughout your day.
Are you genuine in
your interactions?
Are you responding
in ways that promote
conversation?
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3

FIND POINTS OF
CONNECTION

It wasn’t until the Lovše family was given a horse that things began
to change. Andrej later learned that his family had a good reputation
amongst the villagers, but the horse and the fence-building became
a bridge for connection to take place.

4

Make a list of your
hobbies and interests.
What could be bridges
to connection?

FOCUS ON
FRIENDSHIPS

Open your calendar,
either online or in your
planner, and consider
your days. How are
you taking part in
your “village”? Do you
see HOA meetings,
school events and
other meetings as
opportunities to put
your faith on display?

KEEP IT SIMPLE

Look at your recent
text messages and
phone calls. What
friendships are you
investing in? Who is
one person you could
pursue for authentic
friendship?

Andrej and Nina have invested heavily in relationships, and it shows.
Their outward focus allowed villagers to see them in a variety of
contexts. They didn’t wait for spiritually interested people to seek
them out; instead, they put their faith on display by taking part in
village life.

5
Andrej is a big believer in keeping ministry uncomplicated. Programs
are okay, but the simple act of making friends is crucial if we want to see
the gospel take hold in our communities. We can easily overthink things.
By example, Andrej encourages us to be real, be known, and be bold in
representing Jesus. God will take care of the rest.

17

Williamson County Map

PRAY FOR OUR PARTNERS AND MISSIONARIES

LOCAL PARTNERS
DEC
1

ALL NATIONS SOCCER CLUB
Please pray that we will follow the words of Jesus in
Matthew 25:35, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”
In addition, we want to be the aroma of Christ, making
the gospel attractive to the people of over 50 nations
that attend this weekly event.
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DEC
2

BAREFOOT REPUBLIC CAMP
We are so blessed to have you stand in faith with us for
God’s provision and protection as we trust the Lord for
10,000 more campers, students, and families, as well as
the completion of three new cabins and a canopy zip
line course. We also ask God to provide the $600,000
in camp scholarship support needed for at least 50%
of our campers. Please continue to cover our staff,
families, and programs in prayer.

DEC
3

EL SHADDAI CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Please pray for the people of the nations that come to
El Shaddai—that they may encounter the presence of the
Lord in a mighty and powerful way. Pray for the people
in our community to see the goodness of the Lord as our
congregation boldly shares the good news of the gospel.
Pray for our families as they pass down their God-given
heritage as God’s people so that none will be lost.

DEC

NEW HOPE ACADEMY

4

We’re so grateful for the prayers of Fellowship Bible
Church. Please pray for wisdom for our new Head of
School, Dr. Tonja Williams. Please pray for the ongoing
work that the Spirit is doing in our community to
make us one in Christ as Jesus prayed in John 17. And
please pray that our students would continue to grow
in wisdom and virtue, and particularly that God would
provide for all the needs of our scholarship families.
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PRAY FOR OUR PARTNERS AND MISSIONARIES

GLOBAL PARTNERS
DEC
5

ROSEMARY KHAMATI

PARTNERSHIPS FOR EAST AFRICAN
COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT (PEACE) IN
ADJUMANI, UGANDA
Please pray that God will be glorified in all that we do
as we serve His children—that we would exemplify His
person as we serve. Please pray that God will provide the
resources needed to do this work and assure us that it is
not about us as we follow and do His will.

20
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DEC
6

JAMES BAAK

SOLIDARITY MINISTRIES AFRICA FOR
RECONCILIATION AND DEVELOPMENT (SMARD)
IN LIETNHOM, SOUTH SUDAN
Please pray that God would provide lasting peace for the
citizens of South Sudan and will protect our families and
the communities we serve. Pray also for God’s guidance
and provision over our new medical clinic, Achiek
Women Clinic-Lietnhom. Lastly, please pray that people
will see Jesus through our loving service to them.

DEC

STEFFEN WEIL

7

HAVEN CHURCH IN HAMBURG, GERMANY
We are deeply thankful for what God did in Germany
through the power of the gospel in the past and are
praying that his Spirit will lead to a new awakening in
Hamburg, Germany, and the surrounding areas. Please
pray for wisdom to find and train new church planters
with a godly character who are willing and able to plant
and lead healthy, multiplying churches. May these
churches form a movement of the gospel in our city.

DEC

DARKO MIKULIC

8

SLAVONSKI BROD BAPTIST CHURCH IN
SLAVONSKI BROD, CROATIA
We thank God for the ways He has provided for us to
serve in our community. Please pray for resources to
complete the House of Hope, a location where we can
serve the vulnerable in our community and exemplify
Christ’s love. Pray for wisdom as we plan a large youth
conference next year—that young people will come and
receive encouragement and motivation to follow Jesus.
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DEC
9

DR. IMAD SHEHADEH

JORDAN EVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY (JETS) IN AMMAN, JORDAN
Many of our recent 77 graduates are returning to their
home countries to serve the Lord. Please pray for God
to open doors to paying jobs as they plant churches and
serve the Lord in other capacities. Please also pray for
the incoming 52 international students as they adjust to
Jordan, find places of residence, and try to make ends
meet with the limited living allowance JETS provides.

DEC
10

ANDREJ LOVŠE

JOSIAH VENTURE IN MARIBOR, SLOVENIA
We are starting a new season in life and ministry, and we
are asking God for wisdom, for clear vision, and for open
doors in making disciples that make disciples. Please
pray that God will provide five new home group leaders
in Maribor. Pray for our growing relationships with the
children and their families that come to our house to
work with horses. Pray for God to double the number of
believers in our area.

DEC
11

DR. PETER MITSKEVICH

MOSCOW THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY (MTS) IN
MOSCOW, RUSSIA
Please pray for the Russian church and for the work of
MTS in training up leaders—specifically for protection
and for freedom from government interference. Pray
for doors to remain open for international partnerships
and resources that allow the seminary to continue
functioning. Lastly, pray that MTS students keep their
eyes focused on the ultimate mission of faithfully serving
God by reaching the millions of lost people in their country.
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DEC
12

ANGEL BARRIENTOS

COMAS CMA CHURCH IN COMAS, PERU
We thank God for all the support you have given us
in 2022. Please join us in praying for these different
ministry projects: small groups at the church, our work
in the public school, and the savings and loans groups
meeting in the community. Please also pray for the
leadership and pastoral body at Comas CMA Church.
May God bless you.

DEC

JOHNATHAN MACRIS

13

HELLENIC MINISTRIES IN ATHENS, GREECE
As Greece continues to be a migrant destination,
waypoint, and crossroads, pray for new opportunities
to reach not only Syrian and Afghan refugees but
now hundreds of Ukrainians who have become our
neighbors! The summer of 2023 will likely mark the final
year of a 15-year effort to reach every household across
rural Greece’s 7,500 villages with a copy of the New
Testament in modern Greek. Please pray for the 150,000
Bibles and 500 participants that will be needed.

DEC

DINISLAM SALPAGAROV

14

DISCIPLE-MAKER IN KARACHAEVSK, RUSSIA
In the face of international sanctions and increased
isolation of the Russian government from the global
community during this time, pray for doors to open
so that resources can continue supporting the work in
this Muslim community. Pray for courage, protection,
and consistent energy in a time when there is growing
suspicion of Christians and the message being shared of
God’s grace and love.
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PRAY FOR OUR PARTNERS AND MISSIONARIES

FELLOWSHIP
MISSIONARIES
DEC
15

D AND K

CENTRAL ASIA
(Note: Names have been changed to protect individuals.)
Central Asia is a challenging place for ministry with
many cultural, religious, and historical layers that have
led to slow church growth since the fall of the Soviet
Union. Please pray for the small, young church to
deepen her love for Christ and grow in depth despite
persecution in this Muslim nation. Pray for the Holy
Spirit to prepare hearts to respond as we demonstrate
the gospel through medical care, medical trainings, and
presentations given by our team and partners.
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DEC
16

THE ’B’ FAMILY

BALKANS
(Note: Names have been changed to protect individuals.)
Please pray for our work with entrepreneurs. We hope
to teach them the gospel and how it intersects with
business, leading them to start businesses that are
based on life-giving values. Pray for our community
health workshops which are aimed at engaging people
with important components of physical, emotional, and
spiritual health.

DEC
17

EVAN AND RACHEL CLINKSCALES
CHINA/MEXICO

After serving in China for eight years, we are following
God’s leading to move to Mexico! Please pray for us and
our kids during this huge transition and that we would
be where God wants us at the right place and time.

DEC

JEREMY, BRITTANY, ASHER, AND
ANDREW EAGLEMAN

18

LIBERIA, WEST AFRICA

We are grateful for the work God has called us to in
Liberia for the past seven years. We are also excited
to see the fruit of His faithfulness in the lives of our
community. Pray with us for the spiritual growth of our
children living at the village, that God may continue to
change the hearts of his people here by knowing His
Word. We also ask for spiritual, physical, and emotional
protection for our family as we work in Liberia.
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DEC
19

NATE, BRITTANY, WILL, EMERSON,
AND SADIE BRUNS
POTSDAM, GERMANY

Please pray for the 98% of not-yet-believing Germans
to discover Him who is life and light, for God to stir the
winds and make living water flow across this land. Pray
for our relational ministry as we encourage the local
church and support the efforts of church plants. Pray as
we seek godly wisdom, pursue Spirit-led discernment,
and try to live out Jesus’ example of compassion as we
minister to those around us.

DEC
20

AMANDA SNYDER
CELJE, SLOVENIA

Pray for wisdom and clarity as I help lead our team here
in Slovenia. Pray for the churches we partner with—that
the pastors would be encouraged and the believers would
be full of faith. Pray for more Slovenes to put their faith
in Jesus. Pray for me as I am starting a master’s program
in Global Leadership—that I would be able to apply the
principles I am learning to bless my team. Please pray as
I continue to learn the Slovene language.

DEC
21

THE ’H’ FAMILY

SOUTHEAST ASIA
(Note: Names have been changed to protect individuals.)
Please pray for balance and wisdom in running an
agricultural processing business in the community as
our primary local identity. Pray as we learn an unwritten
language to a high level of fluency with the goal of
translating the Bible. Pray for us as we homeschool and
raise our four girls in an isolated village with very little support.
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DEC
22

CHRIS, AMY, CLAYTON, CARTER,
AND CODY MOORE
LESVOS, GREECE

Please pray for our family to develop deep and
meaningful relationships as we continue to settle into
life on the island of Lesvos. Pray also for the broken
and lost people we are serving in camp. Pray that in
their brokenness they would find true rest in our loving
Heavenly Father.

DEC
23

ROBBY, KATIE, MAISY, WINSLOW,
AND ROSIE PAINTER
YOUNG LIFE IN BRENTWOOD, TN

Please pray for our Young Life Leaders as we step into
the lives of teenagers across Williamson County with the
light and hope of Christ and live out 1 Thessalonians 2:8:
“Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share
with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well.”

DEC

JONATHAN, MICHELLE, BENNETT,
AND ADELYN PEER
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I-FAM IN NASHVILLE, TN

Pray for our staff, student leaders, and community
volunteers to build trusting relationships with
international college students that demonstrate God’s
love. Ask the Lord to lead us to “people of peace” who
help us to enter their culture and communities. We pray
for opportunities to read the Bible with students from
the 10/40 window who may have never heard the gospel
before. Pray for international students to come to know
Christ, become established in their faith, and equipped
to make Christ known to the nations.
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CENTRAL ASIA

AN UNLIKELY
DISCIPLE
studies. Though an atheist, his father was proud to
send his son to this Islamic school. At 13 years old,
Daniel moved into a dorm, immersing himself in
the conservative Muslim community. He recollects
“realizing that I liked it better than being home.
There were always friends around, enough food to
eat, and people encouraged me. Home had always
been difficult.”

D AND K, TWO FELLOWSHIP MISSIONARIES, HAVE
BEEN SERVING IN CENTRAL ASIA FOR SEVERAL
YEARS ALONGSIDE NATIONAL BELIEVERS ALREADY
INFLUENCING THEIR COMMUNITIES WITH THE
GOSPEL. THEIR GOOD FRIEND AND MINISTRY
PARTNER, DANIEL, AGREED TO SHARE HIS
INSPIRING STORY OF GOD’S RELENTLESS PURSUIT,
EVEN WHEN HE WAS BENT ON HARMING THE FIRST
FEW CHRISTIANS HE EVER MET.

For five years, he studied diligently and practiced
Islam through daily namaz (prayer five times a day),
fasting, and attending mosque. He learned that if
he performed the five central pillars with enough
discipline, Allah would allow him to bring 10 people
into paradise, thus rescuing his non-practicing
family from damnation. Life changed again in his
final year of high school: his father, who at this point
was driving a taxi for a living, was found guilty of
damages to several other parties in a car accident,
thus entangling the family in legal fees and financial
debt, absorbing the money intended for Daniel to
attend university.

(Note: Names have been changed to protect individuals.)
Born in the mid-1980s during the dissolution of the
Soviet Union, Daniel’s family endured poverty and
scarcity. He accompanied his parents to the market
to sell anything they could—homemade dumplings,
vodka, and corn they prepared after stealing it from
a field.
In 1997, life changed as his parents enrolled him in
a Turkish school in the capital city where they lived,
a school promising a better education and religious
28
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A woman selling bread called “Lepioshka” in the bazaar
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So, Daniel worked at the market with his father
for two or three years to save enough for university
tuition. He lost the devout community of the Turkish
school and joined the neighborhood boys drinking and
smoking, eventually getting expelled from school after
spending his tuition money on alcohol.

Daniel had been kicked out of university at this
point, but he was still using his weekly hour
allotment of internet time. Sitting in the computer
lab, a friendly student named Matthew joined him.
Before their hour was up, Matthew invited Daniel to
join him and some friends for games that afternoon.
Daniel decided why not?

On March 8, 2006, Daniel was out for lunch with
these drunk friends who decided to leave without
paying for their lunch. As they made a run for it,
someone called them on it… and then called the
police. Daniel ran, hoping to make it home without
being caught. But something happened as he ran
that day, and he found himself asking God for help.
“I realized I was finished in that moment. I just said,
‘God, please help.’ Not Allah… I’m not even sure I
knew who I was praying to that day.”

Daniel enjoyed the time and had quite a lot in
common with the guys. Later they sat down for tea,
and one of the guys, Josh, began sharing what Daniel
would later come to know as “the four spiritual
laws.” When Josh presented the third, Daniel was
shocked: Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for man’s
sin. Through Him alone we can know God personally
and experience God’s love.
“I suddenly thought this was a sect. I knew of Jesus
only as the Russian god, but here was a Central Asian

Two weeks later, he met Matthew.

Men practicing daily namaz (Islamic prayer)
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Mountain range in central Asia

face talking to me about Jesus. It didn’t make sense.”
He debated leaving but instead stayed and listened,
deciding that Allah had sent him to infiltrate this group
and bring these guys back to Islam.

He could bring in the SMB (the local equivalent
of the KGB) or sneak in TV cameras to reveal this
sect that was converting people. The group moved
into a circle for prayer, joining hands—a practice he
found exceptionally strange. However, he noticed
the group specifically prayed for one of the girls who
would have eye surgery soon.

As the conversation wrapped up, Daniel pretended
to pray with the group, thrilling the other guys.
He went with them to a homegroup gathered to
worship, pray, and read the Bible. (Little did he
know his future wife, Leah, was among this group.)
They were studying Genesis, and the command to
“Be fruitful and multiply” really stood out to him.
“I remember thinking, ‘We never learn about God’s
design for sex and marriage or anything like this in
Islam.’ It was very interesting to me that the Bible
talked about these things.”

After that day, he partied with his old friends, telling
them about these strange people, mocking them for
holding hands and praying to Jesus. Though he tried
to distance himself, Matthew stayed in touch, and a
month later Daniel agreed to attend another event.
That was the day that everything changed for Daniel.
The event was hosted by Cru with visiting Youth for
Christ (YFC) staff from Ukraine. One of the staffers
painted a picture of the Titanic, a visual message of
salvation, and that painting captured Daniel’s soul;

He didn’t know “Cru,” but he was aware that they
were Christians. While the group rejoiced over
Daniel’s interest, he plotted how to expose them.
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The head of the house pours tea for guests

he recognized his sinfulness and believed for the
first time that Jesus was able to change his heart.
“When I prayed that day, I really meant it.”

to finish university. He also built a friendship with
the girl he had met at that first gathering—Leah. She
was on staff with Cru in a different city, but they saw
each other at events. They began dating, talking on
the phone after midnight because rates were cheaper,
and visiting each other as often as they were able.

By Christmas, he was six months into his newfound
life as a Christian, meeting weekly with Josh,
attending church, and even collecting an array of
Bibles. One day while he was out, his father found
his collection. Outraged, he kicked him out of the
house, telling him the only way to come back home
was to reject this Russian Jesus. Just 20 years old,
Daniel tried to go back, but his father beat him
violently, yelling at him to “reject Jesus!”

In 2009, he and Leah were ready for marriage,
requiring Daniel to approach his father once again.
When Daniel shared his intent to marry a fellow
Christian, his father told him that he would only
support their marriage if he rejected Jesus. In the
end, none of their parents gave their blessing.
However, Daniel and Leah married anyway and
determined to live with his parents as tradition
dictates. “We still felt that we needed to honor our
parents, and we thought it would be an opportunity
to show them how we live differently. We lived with

After that, he lived with other Christian brothers and
began working with the Jesus Film, which allowed
him to earn a salary. He worked as a guard at events
and took odd jobs, cobbling together enough money
32
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“For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future…
You will seek me and
find me when you seek
me with all your heart.
I will be found by you.”
JEREMIAH 29:11, 13–14A
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them for one month, and we saw my father’s heart
change toward us in that time.”
Daniel and Leah later moved to another city to work
with Cru after their time living with Daniel’s parents.
Eventually the couple welcomed a daughter in 2012,
another daughter in 2016, and finally a son in July
of this year. Over the years, Daniel has continued
to stay engaged in the work of discipleship, first
through Cru and then later through YFC.
The men who led him to Christ have remained
a vital part of his life. “I think these friendships
mattered the most in helping me grow and keeping
me on track in my relationship with Jesus.” These
relationships are a stark contrast to the local
culture. “It’s not common for men to go deep here,
to get past just drinking tea and laughing together.
Confession is uncomfortable, but they showed
me how.” He spoke of Matthew as someone who
“understood the whole meaning of discipleship. He
was willing to show up when no one else was, and he
fought for us—it was very difficult sometimes.”
Daniel now wants to pass that on to those around
him. As the director of the YFC team in the capital
city where he studied, he pours time into his staff
and strives to be an example for them. Daniel’s
dream is to see the church in his country grow and
be unified. One of the biggest obstacles is a lack of
trust, making his prayer that the local church would
overcome this so that they can truly be “one body in
Christ,” unified toward the common goal of seeing
Jesus become known among these people.
Daniel’s story is one of God’s relentless pursuit of
His own. When Daniel thought he was finished, God
knew his story was only just beginning. Through the
faithfulness of others, the course of Daniel’s life was
changed forever. May we all be reminded of God’s
call to discipleship in our own lives, and may we be
encouraged to boldly share with others—even the
most unlikely among us.

Mosque in Central Asia
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WHEN ASKED HOW WE AS A CHURCH
CAN PRAY FOR THE CHURCH IN
CENTRAL ASIA, DANIEL SAID, “BEING
A BELIEVER IN THE VILLAGES HERE IS
VERY DIFFICULT.

Please pray for their safety as they live under
so much pressure from the local mosques
and government.” He also asked us to pray
for the church in the city, that they would
live with integrity and be examples of
Christ. This is crucial to the church finding
their own voice here and being recognized
as legitimate within the eyes of the local
government. Additionally, please pray for
more believers here and for the church to
grow so that the name of Jesus would be
made known in Central Asia.
You can also pray for Daniel’s family—
that the Lord would continue to direct
their steps and guide their future. More
specifically, you can remember Leah’s health
as she continues to recover from a difficult
pregnancy and delivery earlier this year.
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POTSDAM, GERMANY

INTERVIEW
WITH THE
BRUNS
going to Germany and sitting in a coffee shop and
relating to someone in Potsdam didn’t make a lot of
sense. We called that being an “iPad” missionary.

AFTER BEING FAITHFUL FELLOWSHIP BIBLE
CHURCH MEMBERS SINCE 2004, NATE
AND BRITTANY BRUNS AND THEIR THREE
KIDS MOVED TO POTSDAM, GERMANY, IN

Of course, I was mistaken… my view was immature.
As I was wrestling with this, God spoke to me
during a Fellowship service on a Saturday night. He
impressed on me that my spiritual gifts were relational
in nature and that He could use them overseas in
building relationships. I didn’t need to build mud huts
or dig wells to be effective in missions.

THE SUMMER OF 2016 TO BE FELLOWSHIP
MISSIONARIES. RECENTLY, NATE AND
BRITTANY SHARED ABOUT THEIR JOURNEY TO
GLOBAL MISSIONS AND THE WORK THEY’VE
BEEN DOING IN POTSDAM.

FBC: What led you to become missionaries in
Germany? How did discipleship play a part in
your calling to Germany?

Brittany: And going back even further, during the
first year of our marriage, we heard a pastor say
that if you ever want to do something incredible for
your marriage, go on a mission trip together. For
some reason, that stuck in our minds. Fast-forward
13 years, and Nate and I were coming out of some
intense marriage counseling; the idea of going on a
short-term trip with a Fellowship team to Potsdam
really appealed to us. The healing in our relationship
allowed us to dream with God about doing ministry
work as a couple.

Nate: I think we’re very atypical missionaries.
Growing up, I didn’t ask God to make me a
missionary because I was afraid of going to Africa.
You know—grass huts, wild animals, etc. Then,
several years ago, when we started getting interested
in missions, I became action-oriented, wanting to do
something that showed results, like digging a well
or building a hut—something like that. The idea of
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A young Bruns family in Potsdam, Germany
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FBC: Did you have an interest in missions before
this? Was there a sense that you would one day
become missionaries?

FBC: So, you find yourselves living in Germany
and joining the work at mittendren church in
Potsdam, in former East Germany. How did you
begin your work there?

Brittany: No, not at all! We had a very comfortable
life here in Williamson County, but it was really
through Nate losing his job as a pharmaceutical rep
in 2013 that God began to change the direction of
our lives. We began to ask some big questions of
the Lord… we knew He was up to something, but we
didn’t know what.

Nate: The first step was intensive language study for
Brittany and me, which turned out to be a great way
to build relationships. The language class was full of
people from all over the world: Syria, Afghanistan,
Iran… so many places. We developed many
wonderful relationships with these folks. Then, as
our German improved, we connected with Germans
at our kids’ schools, with our neighbors, and so on.
So, relationship-building with the German people
happened very naturally.

On that short-term trip to Germany in September of
2014, we both sensed a connection with the work in
Potsdam, so much so that we began to ask questions
like, “Is it possible the Lord might be calling us to
work here?” and “Is there any overlap between our
giftings and the needs we see in Germany?”
When we returned home, I was scared to death
that God was leading us overseas. So, I tried to
stop listening to Him… I tried to close my spiritual
ears so that I wouldn’t hear His voice. Of course,
God was gracious, and over the course of time,
He patiently found ways to excite my heart about
moving our family to join the work in Potsdam.

FELLOWSHIP
MISSIONARIES
While we believe that every follower
of Jesus is called to make disciples in
their community, some will respond to
God’s call to go and serve globally. We
commission, send, and support Fellowship
members who are working alongside one
of our global partners or working with an
unreached people group mid-to-long term.
Our desire is to come alongside these
Fellowship members to help process
their call and readiness for full-time
missionary work, as well as clarify the
kind of care Fellowship missionaries
might expect as they face the unique
challenges and pressures of international
missions. Through set qualifications that
help us steward resources that align with
Fellowship’s missional priorities, we look
forward to walking together with members
who feel called to ministry overseas. For
more information, please contact Suzan
Hicks at shicks@fbctn.org.

Dinner with community group friends and neighbors
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Brittany: As we progressed in our language skills,
we decided to join and then co-lead a small group
from church. We noticed that many Germans had
a difficult time connecting their head and their heart.
We wanted to help those in our group make that
connection. Using what we had seen modeled in our
Fellowship small group, we began hosting something
we called “Waffles and Feelings.” We’d gather to eat
yummy waffles and then ask questions like, “What is
God currently doing in your life?” or “How do you feel
about your relationship with Jesus?” Nate’s relational
gifting made him great at leading others in this.

people from wherever they are toward Jesus. For
us, it’s that simple. One of our coworkers explains
it by drawing a horizontal line across a blank page,
with a door drawn somewhere near its midpoint.
The door represents the door of salvation—the
point when a person decides to follow Jesus. For me,
much of my time and attention has been given to the
church in Potsdam, to those on the right side of that
door, helping them grow more like Christ. Whereas
Brittany has developed incredible relationships
within the community, focusing on those who are
to the left of that door. Everybody is on that line
somewhere; our goal is to help everyone move
toward Jesus, wherever they are on that line.

Then, over time, our church work began to dovetail
with relationships in the community. While Nate
was busy on the leadership team at church—
meeting with small group leaders and overseeing
that ministry—I was building deep, meaningful
friendships in the community. I had been reading
a book called “Half the Sky,” which deals with the
oppression of women in third-world countries. In
one small paragraph, the author speaks of the gap
between believers and unbelievers (he calls it the
“God gap”) and what might happen when both
groups address important societal issues together.
I decided to start a women’s book club, where I
would invite both believers and unbelievers to read
and discuss books together. We read biographies of
strong women, everything from Corrie Ten Boom
to Michelle Obama! Then we’d discuss what we
were reading, and in God’s design, the topics always
turned toward spirituality. The key thing, however,
was that unbelievers were forming relationships with
believers. Germans are hungry for community, and
this was a great way to build natural relationships to
bring the church and the city together for the purpose of
sharing Jesus.

Nate and his friends in language school

Brittany: I will say, the process can look very
different depending on what side of that door you’re
focusing on. Many Germans are atheists, and it often
takes years of relationship-building before they’ll
listen to you talk about Jesus.

FBC: That sounds exciting! And a very natural
way to build relationships. When it comes to the
topic of discipleship, how would you describe
what this looks like in your particular context?

Nate: Yes, for instance, over the years, we have
experienced antagonistic atheists soften to our
presence and ask us about our work with the
church. We have witnessed an atheistic friend get
saved after six years of attending church with his

Nate: We’ve wrestled with this question and have
come to see discipleship as the process of moving
39

believing wife. Brittany has been part of a prayer
team dedicated to praying for a friend who was the
most determined atheist. After years of prayers, she
had the privilege of serving the now-believing friend
his first communion. I have led unchurched families
in a simple prayer for the meal at dinner and had
them say, “That is the first time I have ever prayed.”
Brittany has had the opportunity to talk about
strong women in the Bible after her self-proclaimed
feminist friend said she did not know of any except
Mary. It’s exciting and beautiful… but it’s slow. And
we consider every small step a win!

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT FELLOWSHIP’S
MISSIONARY PHILOSOPHY, PLEASE
CHECK OUT OUR WEBPAGE AT
FELLOWSHIPBIBLECHURCH.ORG/OUTREACH
OR SCHEDULE A MEETING WITH SUZAN
HICKS (SHICKS@FBCTN.ORG).

FBC: In closing, what would you say to
someone who is considering involvement
in global missions?
Top: Hosting US vs Netherlands soccer party

Brittany: Well, it definitely shouldn’t be done on
a wing and a prayer! I would encourage people to
do the things that help them discern God’s voice
to confirm His call. How have you heard God speak
before? Perhaps through trusted people, journaling,
intentional prayer time, listening to praise music,
etc.? Go back to those things to hear Him speak
again. On top of that, let His Word speak to you in
confirming ways. Read God’s Word, listening for
Him to speak through passages that confirm His
direction in your life, then write down the date in
the margins of your Bible. When missions work gets
tough, these will be reminders of how God led you in
your life.

Left: Emerson and Will playing chess in their living room
Right: mittendrin Vision Days

Nate: I agree… make sure God is calling you; it’s
not for the faint of heart. That said, missions work
is beautiful and oh so rewarding! And any sacrifices
you make are more than worth it. But that’s true
for all of us, isn’t it? Whether you’re an engineer
or a teacher or a missionary, there are sacrifices in
following God no matter where we are. And they’re
all worth it!
For us, our family feels so honored to represent
Fellowship in a different culture. It’s where God has
placed us, and we are so grateful.
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A L L NATIO NS S O CC E R C LUB

THE LONG
GAME OF
DISCIPLESHIP
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Sunset evening playing soccer at the Brentwood campus

YOU BRISTLE WHEN YOU READ IT…

After that transformative day reading the gospels
a few years ago, Paul knew he had to do something
with this revelation of Christ in the Scriptures.

That’s the way Paul Campanis describes the moment
he read Matthew 25—really read it—for the first time.
In this chapter, Jesus says in no uncertain terms,
“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of
these my brothers, you did it to me.” But on that day
in 2017, when Paul encountered Jesus in the Gospel
of Matthew, something shifted in his faith. He says, “I
read that verse and prayed about it. It became clear to
me through this passage that we serve a God who is
concerned with the sick, hungry, and lonely.”

“I’ve been a believer for a long time, and I’ve been
on many mission trips, and they’re great, but I was
looking for something I could do here on weeknights
to put what I was reading into practice. That’s when
I realized that my garden could feed more people than
just me. So, we started inviting volunteers to help work
the land, and people from all over the area came and
got food to distribute through several non-profits.”

SOMETIMES, A VERSE IN THE BIBLE MAKES

But then, one Sunday, as he and his wife, Melanie,
drove home from church at the Fellowship
Brentwood campus, Paul looked over to the soccer
fields at the back of the property and asked, “I
wonder what they do with those fields?” A few
phone calls later, he had the answer he was looking

If you ever get the chance to sit down with Paul, it
doesn’t take long to see that he is a passionate guy.
Paul goes all in—from his bustling little sawmill to a
small farm on his property that gives away nearly as
much as it grows.
43

Friendships are made while playing soccer
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for: the fields were used but sometimes available
throughout the week.

new to Nashville. Our goal is to care for the lonely
through these soccer matches.”

And as a soccer player in high school, Paul knows
that an open field is a standing invitation to a good
match. But more than that, he saw an opportunity to
disciple people through relationships.

“What starts to go off in my mind is ‘…go and make
disciples of all nations,’ and God’s giving them
to us—He’s bringing them here! The nations are
coming to us!”

That was when the idea to form an international
soccer club began to take shape.

And just as we see in Scripture, discipleship can’t
happen without relationships. Through All Nations
Soccer Club, genuine relationships lay the foundation
for real gospel conversations.

Using experience he’s gained through starting
similar groups in the past for other initiatives, Paul
turned to Facebook and formed a group. “It was
pretty rough at first—for about a year. We had some
interest and support, but it took a while for word to
get out and for players to hear about what we were
doing. But eventually, more and more players started
showing up.”

“In fact, one guy named David used to show up,
and he was angry—starting fights and causing
problems—but after a while, he calmed down and
just seemed different. So, I asked him about it, and I
found out that he had become a believer. That didn’t
happen at a soccer match, but I know he was open
to Jesus because he was around us, and we accepted
him as he was.”

Word has definitely gotten out. Today, the group has
over 650 people in it!

There’s no doubt about it: All Nations Soccer Club is
focused on the long game of discipleship through
relationships, one player at a time.

“It’s a simple model,” Paul says. “We show up on
Thursdays at 5:30 in the evening, chat, connect, and
then play—and some of these guys and gals can really
play! After the match, I share for a few minutes.”
If you drive by while a match is going on, you’d
never know that on any given day, there could be as
many as 60 countries (from Afghanistan to Zambia)
represented on the field.

Did you know you can be a part of All
Nations Soccer Club? The soccer fields
at Fellowship allow us to be intentional
in building relationships and ideally
create opportunities to share the gospel
and make disciples, leading others to
follow Jesus. You can play soccer with
the group, watch and cheer on the
players, bring water and fruit for the
players, or take pictures that can be
shared on the Facebook group page. All
are equally important and needed!

“There are players from Nepal, Europe, India,
Congo, and dozens more.”
Refugees have begun attending, too, so the opportunity
for the gospel is enormous.
“The idea is that if people, especially refugees, can
make one connection—one relationship—they’ll
be much better off and in a better place spiritually
and emotionally. So, I always start by saying,
‘Welcome to Fellowship Bible Church,’ then I
share a verse and let people know that All Nations
Soccer Club is here to welcome strangers and those

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON
ALL NATIONS SOCCER CLUB,
CONTACT PAUL CAMPANIS AT
PAUL@CAMPANIS.COM.
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A church building in Hamburg, Germany
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HAMBURG, GERMANY

INTERVIEW
WITH
STEFFEN
Steffen and Renata Weil

people wanted to learn, and I guess after 10–12 years,
I have some experience to share. There is a calling
in my heart to equip people. My wife is constantly
reminding me that my spiritual heroes, such as
Timothy Keller (who has cancer), John Piper, D.A.
Carson, and my seminary professors—these guys
are all getting older. She tells me, “You guys are the
next ones, you and your buddies… and we need to
invest in young leaders.” She’s right. I turned 50 in
July and, in 2020, went through a personal crisis that
resulted in a season of deep depression. But God
really used that time to renew my calling. I am now
more focused on multiplication, which means we
want to equip as many leaders as possible.

STEFFEN WEIL AND HIS WIFE, RENATA, HAVE
BEEN FELLOWSHIP GLOBAL PARTNERS SINCE
2009. DURING THAT TIME, HE HAS PLANTED
CHURCHES, WELCOMED REFUGEES, AND
STARTED A COFFEE-SHOP MINISTRY IN
POTSDAM. SINCE MOVING TO HAMBURG, HE
HAS TAKEN ON NEW ROLES AS A PASTOR FOR
OUTREACH, CHURCH-PLANTING LEADER, AND
MINISTRY LEADER/TRAINER. IN THIS INTERVIEW,
HE CATCHES US UP ON HIS NEW ROLES AND
THE WAYS GOD IS MOVING IN GERMANY.

FBC: Steffen, thanks for speaking with us today.
Let me start by asking about you personally.
What was it that led you to your current role of
training and mentoring church planters?

Since moving to Hamburg in the summer of 2021,
besides being a missions pastor at a local church,
I became a city-to-city gospel coach as well as the
city trainer for new church planters in this area. And
now I’m part of the European trainer team, also.
Much of my time is spent dreaming of how we can
help leaders develop into trainers. As a city leader, I
want to see a collaborative city network.

Steffen: It’s interesting. I mean, my wife, Nata, and I
were church planters for 13 years in Potsdam, and we
started three or four daughter churches from there.
I always had several interns, and I always felt like
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I consider this my calling, to disciple leaders who
make disciples.
FBC: Is there anything unique about disciplemaking in the German Evangelical context?
Steffen: I would say the biggest challenge is leading
believers back to Scripture. Most Christians are
trusting more in Netflix than in the Scriptures. It’s
easy to say, “I believe in Jesus, and I have faith in
God,” sure, but many believers don’t sense the need
to attend church and don’t spend time reading God’s
Word. To me, that was the main thing in former East
Germany, in Potsdam: helping people understand
the importance of Scripture. A girl once said to me,
“Steffen, you’re always talking with such a high view of
the Scriptures. But for me, opening the Bible feels like
googling without knowing what I’m searching for.”

Steffen with two friends in Hamburg

FBC: What are some of the difficulties of
church planting in Germany and in Europe as
a whole?
Steffen: I would say we have to count Germany
and Europe as a mission field. Missiologists talk
about Germany as a dark and dry place spiritually.
Worldwide a lot of people are becoming Christians,
but not here in Europe. I don’t want to focus on
the hard soil and all that because the gospel has the
power to renew everything. But Germany truly is
post-Christian… it’s postmodern, it’s individualistic.
It’s wealthy. Most people don’t have a living faith,
and they don’t miss it at all. They have their security
systems, their wealth, their insurance, and a good
life. They see no need for something more.

This Biblical illiteracy may be more of a problem in
Germany than in the US. I’m not sure. Most of the
American teams that come here are bringing their
Bibles and reading them. So discipling people here in
Germany requires preaching God’s Word and trying
to help people understand how trustworthy it is.

Most of the churches in Germany are still using
an old model which says, “Okay, we are here… let
people come to us.” Well, people are not coming.
Here in Germany, you can start a church, sure, but
people won’t attend just because the church doors
are open. So, there must be a change of mindset
among pastors and church leaders.
The churches we planted in Potsdam were disciplemaking churches. That was my focus. When we
discipled interns, as well as new believers, our
desire was to make disciples who were intent on
making disciples. Most of our interns are still in
ministry, and many of them became church planters.

Steffen, Renata and Suzan Hicks in Hamburg
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FBC: Tell us about your friend Rudi and his new
church plant in Hamburg.
Steffen: Yes, this is exciting. Rudi is a black guy,
German-born and raised in Hamburg, but with
family roots in Ghana, Africa. He’s married to a
German white girl from Hamburg, and they have
three daughters. Rudi was in the business world but
is now a church-planter. He and his team will be
launching a German-speaking transcultural church,
oriented mainly at immigrants in this city. We’re
praying this succeeds, as there are immigrants
from over one hundred different nations living in
Hamburg. The church launched September 4, and it
is called “VIA,” the Latin word for “way.”
FBC: Regarding Rudi’s target audience, how
has this affected the way you mentor him in his
church-planting role?
Steffen: I always ask myself, “Am I mentoring him, or
am I coaching him”? I wouldn’t say I would be a good
mentor because that would require that I have the
information that is required. For instance, I’ve never
pastored an immigrant church. But coaching him is
how I would define our meetings. We meet once a
month for two hours, and I just ask him questions. I’ll
listen to his ideas and then say, “What does that mean
for your contacts, for your strategy, for your family?”
In this way, I’m helping him process what’s going on
in his world, rather than trying to pump him full of my
ideas or my information. I don’t want him leaving our
meetings and thinking to himself, “Well, I’ve got to do
such and such because Steffen told me to.”
As an example, Rudi and I were recently talking about
their new weekend service. As we discussed meeting
times, I found myself asking questions: “Hey, how
would a morning service time affect your new
families?” “Do you think 10:00 AM would be a good
fit?” “Have you ever asked your target audience?”
Because of our conversation, Rudi and his team
decided to hold their church service on Sunday
afternoons at 5:00 PM. They came to that conclusion
on their own; all I did was ask questions. It’s very
interesting to help him grow his strategy in this way.

Stained glass window in a church building
in Wartburg, Germany.
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FBC: You’ve mentioned the difference between
mentoring and coaching and how that has been
an important distinction in your work. How
would you explain the difference, and why is it
important in disciple-making?

of God is up to in this person’s life, and how can I
fan his or her gift into flame? Then, if my experience
or expertise can benefit the situation, all the better.
But coaching begins with its focus on the individual
and their particular need of God at the moment.

Steffen: I do think about this a lot, because it truly
affects the way I go into meetings. To me, mentoring
is “me” focused: what I bring to the discussion,
what knowledge and expertise I give, the agenda I
bring. Whereas coaching (as I’m defining it) is more
focused on the people I’m training: what is their
situation, what goals do they have, what dreams are
in their chest, what giftings they have. Recently, I’ve
decided to spend more time as a coach than as a
mentor, and I’m really liking the results I’m seeing.

FBC: Steffen, what do you hope for the future?
Maybe a training center? You’ve already talked
about that, I believe.
Steffen: We have many dreams for the future, and
some of them will take 10 years or more to bear
fruit. So yes, alongside the work we do in Hamburg,
my wife, Nata and I are coaching at least seven or
eight church-planter couples on a regular basis.
We talk about life and marriage and parenting and
ministry. They live in different areas of Germany,
and we try to meet with them mostly once a month.
We dream of a training center someday in Hamburg,
where this can take place on a more formal basis.
Lately I’ve asked Rudi to help train some of our new
couples. In the process, he’s asking questions that
are helping him form his own ministry, family life,
and walk with God.
Somehow, I think this is how God planned it all along.

Rudi, Suzan, and Steffen with fellow pastors

AS WE PRAY FOR STEFFEN,

let’s ask God to sustain and
encourage him as he coaches,
disciples, and mentors other church
leaders. What from Steffen’s story
and dreams resonate with you? Are
you a disciple making other disciples?

Of course, as believers, “gospel-coaching” takes on a
whole new significance. When both parties have the
Spirit of God in them, and both have a sure identity
in Christ, then God moves in wonderful ways. It no
longer depends on the expertise of the mentor; God
can bring insight and meaning and “holy moments”
out of Spirit-led questions and discussions. This is
not to put down a mentor’s expertise or experience,
nor is it an excuse to go into meetings unprepared.
For me, it has to do with focus: what is God doing
in the trainee’s life? In what ways is this individual
being asked to trust God? What do I sense the Spirit
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The Elbe River flowing through Hamburg, Germany
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LIBERIAN
JOLLOF RICE
FELLOWSHIP MISSIONARIES
JEREMY AND BRITTANY
EAGLEMAN SHARED THIS
LIBERIAN JOLLOF RICE RECIPE.

Ingredients:

Directions:

1/2 c. vegetable oil
1 lb. chicken, shrimp, fish, or other meat
3–4 c. water or stock
1/2 c. onion, finely chopped
4 cloves garlic
1/2 c. green or red pepper, finely chopped
2 c. long grain rice
1 6-oz. can tomato paste
1 16 oz. can tomatoes, diced
2 chopped carrots
1 c. green beans
1 c. shredded cabbage
1 tbsp. salt
1/2 tsp. black pepper
1/2 tsp. thyme
1 tsp. crushed red pepper or fresh chilies
1/2 tsp. ground ginger or allspice (optional)
Vegetable options: you can also add any or all
of the following: mushrooms, eggplant, squash
Garnish options: hard-boiled egg, cilantro,
or parsley

In a skillet, sauté the meat in 1/4 c. vegetable oil. Remove from
heat and set aside in larger pot. Add 2–3 cups stock or water to
chicken and simmer for 20 minutes. Meanwhile, sauté onion
and green or red pepper until soft in oil, 4–5 min; add garlic
and sauté 1–2 min longer. Stir rice into the onions and peppers,
then add tomato paste, stirring to coat rice and give it a reddish
hue. Add chopped tomatoes and let them cook down for several
minutes. Pour this mixture over the chicken, add carrots, green
beans, cabbage, and spices. Reduce heat to low, cover and
simmer for 20 minutes. Serve on a platter, garnish with sliced
hard-boiled egg, cilantro, or parsley.

JOLLOF RICE IS A STAPLE DISH OF MANY
WEST AFRICAN COUNTRIES, INCLUDING
LIBERIA, WITH REGIONAL VARIATIONS.
TYPICALLY MADE WITH MEAT OR FISH,
IT CAN ALSO BE VEGETARIAN BY
LEAVING OUT THE MEAT.
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SPECULOOS
and
RASPBERRY
TIRAMISU
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RENATA WEIL’S FAVORITE
LAYERED CHRISTMAS
DESSERT WITH SPECULOOS,
RASPBERRIES, AND
MASCARPONE CREAM.

Ingredients:

Directions:

2 c. whipped cream
1/3 c. sugar
9.17 oz. mascarpone
17 oz. frozen raspberries
Approx. one 7-oz. package of speculoos
spice or Biscoff cookies

Preparation: 25 minutes
Waiting Time: 4 hours
Whip the cream until stiff. Then sprinkle in the sugar and add
the mascarpone. Mix everything slowly to an even mass.
Place the frozen raspberries in a saucepan or in the microwave
and heat until the raspberries are liquid. Then let them cool down.
Put 6 speculoos aside. Roll the rest of the speculoos in the
raspberries, and layer mascarpone cream and speculoos
with raspberries alternately in glasses (mascarpone cream,
speculoos with raspberries, mascarpone cream, speculoos with
raspberries, and mascarpone cream). Then take the remaining
speculoos and cut each in half. Use a grater to grate one half
over a glass. Stick the other half in the dessert. Cover the jars
and place in the fridge for at least 4 hours. Serve chilled!
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SHOW YOUR
SUPPORT FOR
FELLOWSHIP
PARTNERS AND
MISSIONARIES
TODAY!
They are counting on us to help them begin next year
fully funded. Your financial gift provides the support
they need to stay engaged in their communities and do
what they do best: help people find and follow Jesus.

TO GIVE RIGHT NOW:
VISIT FELLOWSHIPGLOBALCHRISTMAS.COM
AND CLICK “GIVE”
OR
TEXT THE WORD GLOBAL AND ANY DOLLAR
AMOUNT TO 615-645-2565 (FOR EXAMPLE
GLOBAL100 TO GIVE $100.00)
Contact Suzan Hicks (shicks@fbctn.org), Leader of Local
and Global Outreach to learn more about our partners.

SCAN TO
GIVE NOW
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Serve alongside our
global partners…
in person!
FELLOWSHIP STUDENT MINISTRY TRIPS

Throughout the year, we
lead global trips, and
we’d like to invite you to
consider joining us.

Multiple trips in June and July
Application deadline is December 14
Stephanie Todd (stodd@fbctn.org)

SLAVONSKI BROD, CROATIA

Dave Bechtel (dave@davebechtel.com )

ATHENS, GREECE

Dan Vorm (dvorm@fbctn.org)

COMAS, PERU

Sandy Butters-McKean (sandybutters@comcast.net)

LIETNHOM, SOUTH SUDAN

Mike Vogt (mike@solidarityministriesafrica.org)

ADJUMANI, UGANDA

Michelle York (michelleryork@gmail.com)

